Introduced by Council Member Hyde: 

RESOLUTION 2007-164
A RESOLUTION ENDORSING AND SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION BY THE JACKSONVILLE WOMEN’S BUSINESS CENTER TO THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE FOR A COMMUNITY BUDGET ISSUE APPROPRIATION FOR OPERATION OF THE CENTER; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Women’s Business Center (JWBC), located in the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce’s Small Business Center on Norwood Avenue, was established in 2004 to advance the success of women entrepreneurs at every stage of business development through a variety of programs and resources; and


WHEREAS, the JWBC, one of three Women’s Business Centers serving women entrepreneurs in 36 counties throughout the state of Florida, has served nearly a thousand clients to date by operating on a combination of private funds from the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation and federal funding from the U.S. Small Business Administration; and


WHEREAS, the Women’s Business Center provides invaluable consulting, mentoring, networking and training services to both existing and prospective women entrepreneurs – the fastest growing segment of the American business landscape – and helps to grow the local economy and create wealth in our community; and 


WHEREAS, the outstanding work of the JWBC needs additional sources of funding to sustain its operations, and the JWBC is attempting to secure an annual Community Budget Issue line item appropriation in the state budget; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville fully supports the mission of the Women’s Business Center and supports its application for operational funding in the state budget; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby endorses and supports the application by the Jacksonville Women’s Business Center for a Community Budget Issue line item appropriation in the state budget, and strongly urges favorable consideration of the request.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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